
	
	

	
Greetings from Scales Mound School, 
 
When I look back on the first quarter newsletter from 2019, I see that some of the big news was the potential start of 
Project 2021.  What a difference a year can make.  Since March 2020, we have experienced so many history-making 
events, re-thought how we teach and learn, and have introduced new words into our everyday vocabulary like a 
pandemic, social distancing, remote learning, and, let’s not forget, COVID-19.  I never would have thought that we 
would have to spend almost an entire semester in remote learning, and have to do all the things we have done to help 
our students continue to learn when I entered this profession back in 1985.  If someone would have told me this is 
what was going to happen 35 years into the future I would have thought they were crazy.  Well, here we are. 
 
However, I could not be prouder of our students, staff, and community for the way that we all have made the last 
seven-plus months work for the Scales Mound CUSD #211 learning community.  Our District’s Mission is to 
“prepare today’s learners for tomorrow’s world” and we have seen that tomorrow’s world can look very different in 
even seven short months.  We are now having virtual meetings, teaching students both on-campus and on their 
devices at home.  We are assessing students who are not physically present in the classroom and providing students 
on campus with new experiences.  Our staff has been teaching outside at picnic tables and under canopies, at the 
ballparks and town parks, and doing things none of us would have imagined back in October of 2019.   
 
Our students have stepped up to the plate and been champions throughout these past seven months.  They have done 
everything we have asked them to do, including adhering to new procedures here at school.  Masks and social 
distancing has become the norm, eating in the classrooms or outside are accepted behaviors now, and doing the daily 
self-check-in is a habit.  We know that not having the typical athletic season is tough, especially for our seniors, but 
look forward to an exciting, but very busy spring, when we can have them compete again.  And, let’s not forget, that 
we may just have basketball at the end of November.  If we do, we’ll again be doing something we have not done 
here in Scales Mound before, streaming games live on the internet.  
 
All that has happened over the past seven months has been difficult and many activities and traditions have had to be 
sacrificed.  However, we are looking forward to new traditions, renewed activities, and let’s not forget, a new future 
with Project 2021.  I am so excited to let you all know that the project is moving along nicely and we anticipate 
being in the new facilities in September of 2021.  If you drive by, you’ll see the ag building is up with the roof on 
and the walls going up.  The new greenhouse is expected to be up and running by January, so we can have a spring 
plant sale.  The walls are going up for the new career technical education classroom and lab and you can make out 
the foundation walls for the daycare and future gym.  By winter, they hope to have all of the walls up and the 
building closed in so they can work throughout the cold months.  All of the efforts of our planning committee, which 
included staff, community members, board members, and input from students, have come together to provide us an 
opportunity to take Scales Mound CUSD #211 to higher levels of success and growth for our students and 
community.    It will be exciting to see it all come together over the next year.  Remember, a year ago we did know 
anything about COVID-19; think what a year could do for our district and our students.  It is a great time to be a 
Hornet! 
 
Go Hornets! 
Bill Caron 
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RRSM	Golf	Season	
A	successful	RRSM	golf	season	concluded	on	October	14,	with	the	sectional	

meet	at	the	Spring	Creek	Golf	Course	in	Spring	Valley.		This	year,	Scales	Mound	had	
five	athletes	compete	on	the	golf	team:	Tom	Winter	(JR),	Isaac	Heffernan	(SO),	
Thomas	Hereau	(FR),	Evan	Cogan	(FR)	and	Travis	Wallin	(FR).	

On	the	season,	the	varsity	team	finished	with	an	8-10	overall	record	and	a	
7-6	conference	record,	which	is	our	best	conference	record	since	the	2017	golf	
season.		Our	Scales	Mound	golfers	played	a	major	role	in	our	team’s	success,	too!		
On	the	season,	Thomas	Hereau	was	medalist	in	11	of	the	13-conference	meets	and	
he	was	runner-up	twice.		Tom	Winter	worked	hard	all	season	starting	as	our	#6	
golfer	on	the	varsity	team	at	the	beginning	of	the	season	and	working	his	way	up	to	
the	#2	slot.			Isaac,	Evan	and	Travis	all	gained	valuable	experience	on	the	JV	team	
and	each	golfer	was	able	to	play	in	at	least	two	JV	meets	throughout	the	season.		

The	success	continued	into	the	postseason	as	well.		Thomas	Hereau	placed	
2nd	at	the	regional	golf	meet	at	Wolf	Hollow	with	a	score	of	78.		That	performance	advanced	Thomas	to	the	
sectional	meet,	which	is	the	first	time	a	Scales	Mound	golfer	participated	in	sectionals	since	Andrew	Knuckey	(‘06)!		
Thomas	finished	44th	out	of	87	golfers	at	the	sectional	meet,	and	was	one	of	only	5	freshmen	to	advance	to	
sectionals,	placing	ahead	of	three	of	the	four	other	freshmen.			

The	future	remains	bright	for	the	golf	program	returning	a	dedicated	group	of	athletes	that	will	have	
experience,	competitiveness	and	the	desire	for	success!		Thanks	to	Coach	Jeff	“Stumpy”	Williams	and	the	team	for	
a	great	season.			
	
Winter	Sports	Ready	to	Tip-off	
The	basketball	season	will	be	upon	us	shortly	and	there	are	some	important	changes	that	I	would	like	to	share	with	
our	community.		Keep	in	mind	that	these	changes	remain	fluid	and	we	are	committed	to	offering	our	student	
athletes	the	best	possible	experience	we	can	while	being	cognizant	of	state	and	local	health	guidelines.	

● All	of	our	6-12	basketball	schedules	for	boys	and	girls	have	been	updated	to	reflect	current	scheduling	
parameters	as	set	forth	by	the	IDPH	and	IHSA.		Please	refer	to	the	athletics	website	to	get	the	most	
current	and	up-to-date	schedule	information.			

● Although	there	is	uncertainty	regarding	the	possibility	of	playing	this	year,	it’s	important	that	our	athletes	
are	prepared	and	have	the	proper	paperwork	in	prior	to	practice	starting.		Student-athletes	will	need	to	
have	a	physical	on	record	within	the	past	13	months	to	begin	practice.	

● Current	health	guidelines	limit	gym	capacity	to	50	people	or	less	and	for	this	reason	fan	attendance	at	
games	will	not	be	allowed	until	these	limitations	are	removed.	

● We	have	recently	contracted	with	Pixellott	to	broadcast	our	6-12	basketball	and	volleyball	games	this	
season.		Pixellot	is	a	fully-automated	streaming	service	that	will	allow	us	to	live-stream	both	athletic	and	
school-based	activities	occurring	in	our	gym.		More	information	will	be	provided	in	the	coming	weeks	
outlining	the	procedures	for	fans	to	view	this	content.	

● The	wall-mounted	Pixellot	camera	is	contracted	to	be	installed	in	mid-January,	all	games	prior	to	this	
installation	date	will	be	live	streamed	via	our	Facebook	page	and	our	YouTube	channel.		Every	indoor	
athletic	contest	we	host	this	year	will	be	available	for	public	viewing	through	some	form	of	live	streaming!	

● Since	September	8,	our	athletes	have	been	participating	in	IHSA-allowed	athletic	practices	that	follow	
IDPH	health	guidelines.		I	want	to	thank	our	coaches	and	administrators	for	working	together	to	allow	this	
experience	for	our	students.		Primarily,	I	want	to	thank	our	athletes	who	have	done	a	terrific	job	of	
utilizing	this	opportunity	to	grow	and	develop	their	sport-specific	skill	sets.		These	activities	have	given	me	
confidence	that	we	can	offer	interscholastic	competitions	while	following	protocols	that	focus	on	the	
health	and	safety	of	our	students.	

	



	
	

Scales	Mound	School	Safety	Drills	
Each	year	at	Scales	Mound	School,	a	variety	of	school	safety	drills	are	conducted	to	help	ensure	the	safety	of	our	

students	and	staff.		These	school	safety	drills	are	requirements	from	the	State	of	
Illinois	that	apply	to	all	schools	across	the	State.	
1.					The	school	is	required	to	conduct	at	least	three	fire	drills	throughout	the	
school	year,	one	must	include	assistance	from	the	local	fire	district.	
2.					The	school	is	required	to	conduct	at	least	one	severe	weather	drill	throughout	
the	year.	
3.					A	hard	lock	down	drill	is	practiced	each	school	year	in	collaboration	with	local	
law	enforcement	official(s).		This	drill	allows	the	school	to	practice	procedures	
should	a	dangerous	intruder	enter	the	building.			
4.					The	school	conducts	school	bus	evacuation	drills	at	least	once	each	semester.	
Through	the	procedures	listed	above,	we	are	striving	to	maintain	a	safe	learning	
environment	at	Scales	Mound	School.		On	Friday,	October	9,	we	began	the	process	
of	completing	these	drills.		Officer	Craig	Kettleson,	of	the	Jo	Daviess	County	

Sheriff's	department,	assisted	in	the	dangerous	intruder	drill.		Representatives	from	the	Scales	Mound	Fire	
Protection	District	assisted	in	the	first	fire	drill	of	the	year	and	provided	materials	to	the	elementary	students	in	
correlation	with	National	Fire	Prevention	Week.	
Dr. Matt Wiederholt	
	
Dear	Veterans	and	Community	Members,	
It	is	with	great	regrets	that	Scales	Mound	School	will	be	unable	to	hold	our	annual	Veterans	Day	
program	due	to	Covid19	restrictions.		Even	though	we	cannot	celebrate	with	you	in	person	students	
and	staff	will	still	be	singing	patriotic	songs,	creating	beautiful	art	projects	to	remember	the	men	and	
women	who	have	served	our	country	and	secondary	social	studies	students	will	be	learning	about	the	
military	service	of	our	local	Veterans.	Keep	an	eye	on	SMS	social	media	sites	and	the	school	web	page	
where	we	will	be	posting	the	students	celebrating	our	local	heroes.	
Sincerely,	
SMS	Veterans	Day	Planning	Committee	
	
Annual	Notices		
David	Hoftender		
Asbestos		
This	is	the	annual	notice	and	reminder	that	certain	areas	of	the	school	building	contain	hazardous	
containing	materials.	A	management	plan	indicating	the	location,	control,	and	containment	
procedures	for	materials	is	available	for	inspection	in	the	office.	This	management	plan	was	
prepared	by	AHERA	certified	control	personnel	in	1989	and	is	updated	at	six-month	intervals.	
Please	feel	free	to	review	the	management	at	your	convenience.	This	notice	and	reminder	will	be	
in	the	newsletter	at	least	once	each	year.	
Pest	Management		
This	is	the	annual	notice	and	reminder	that	ORKIN	will	be	in	the	building	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	every	month	at	
6:30	a.m.	to	7:00	a.m.	for	pest	control.	
	

EXCITING NEWS TO SHARE! 
Congratulations	to	Emma	Wentz!	Back	in	October,	Emma	auditioned	virtually	for	a	chance	to	be	
accepted	into	the	Illinois	Music	Education	Association	(ILMEA)	Honors	Choir.	For	this	audition,	she	
performed	a	series	of	musical	scales,	triads,	and	excerpts	from	challenging	music	selections	for	a	
judge.	(This	is	advanced	music	theory	stuff	that	I	didn't	learn	until	I	was	in	college.) 
Emma	passed	her	audition	and	was	accepted	into	the	honors	choir	this	year!	Emma	will	now	get	
to	participate	in	a	virtual	masterclass	on	November	21st,	for	the	select	few	students	in	the	state	of	
Illinois	that	were	selected	for	this	honor.		



	
	

YEARBOOK:	
The	2020-2021	Hornet	yearbook	order	forms	were	mailed	home.	If	you	have	not	had	the	opportunity	to	
place	your	order	and	you	intend	to	do	so,	please	do	so	as	soon	as	possible!		The	elementary/junior	high	
book	costs	$15,	but	after	October	23rd,	it	goes	up	to	$20.	The	high	school	book	costs	$40,	but	after	
October	23rd,	it	goes	up	to	$45.	You	can	order	online	at	www.jostensyearbooks.com,	e-mail	Mrs.	Wentz	
at	sarawentz@scalesmound.net,	or	call	Mrs.	Wentz	at	(815)	845-2215	to	place	your	order.	Checks	can	
be	written	to	Scales	Mound	Yearbook.	

 
 
 

Once	again,	art	students	in	grades	K-5	participated	in	the	annual	fire	
prevention	poster	contest,	sponsored	by	the	Galena	Territory	Fire	
Department.	Even	though	the	posters	were	not	able	to	be	displayed	at	
a	supper	(since	one	didn’t	happen	this	year),	learning	about	fire	
prevention	is	still	important	and	the	fire	department	wanted	to	make	
sure	that	the	students	were	given	this	opportunity	and	were	recognized	
and	rewarded	for	their	efforts.		This	year’s	theme	was	“Serve	Up	Fire	
Safety	in	the	Kitchen.”	At	the	Kindergarten	level,	students	colored	a	
picture	of	Sparky	the	Fire	Dog	cooking	and	wearing	an	apron	that	says,	
“I	Cook	With	Care.”.		The	winners	were:	1st	place-	Kaylin	Thompson,	2nd	
place-	Kane	Zhuravlev,	3rd	place-	Ezra	Stadel.		In	1st	through	5th	grade,	
students	drew	their	own	letters	and	pictures	to	go	along	with	the	
theme.		For	1st	grade:	1st	place-	Clara	Anderson,	2nd	place-	Chaise	
Schuchart,	3rd	place-	Hunter	Bader.	For	2nd	grade:	1st	place-	Carly	Curtis,	
2nd	place-	Mitchell	Merfeld,	3rd	place-	Bella	Cline.		For	3rd	grade:	1st	
place-	Elliana	Wiederholt,	2nd	place-	Rylee	Anderson,	and	3rd	place-	
Summer	Goebel.		For	4th	grade:	1st	place-	Karragan	Vondran,	2nd	place-	

Ruthie	Dittmar,	3rd	place-	Scarlett	Halstead.		And	lastly,	the	5th	grader	winners	were:	1st	place-	Hunter	
Hesselbacher,	2nd	place-	Anna	Weis,	3rd	place-	Graham	Koehler.		EVERY	participant	received	a	“free	
frozen	custard”	token	for	Culver’s,	and	each	of	the	1st,	2nd	and	3rd	place	winners	received	a	$5	gift	card	as	
well.	Congratulations	to	all	of	these	fine	young	artists	and	thank	you	to	the	Galena	Territory	Fire	
Department	for	sponsoring	the	contest	and	supporting	the	arts	in	our	community.	
	



	
	

Kindergarten	-	Kaylin	Thompson	-	1st	Place	 	Kindergarten	-	Kane	Zhuravlev	–	2nd	Place	 Kindergarten	-	Ezra	Stadel	-	3rd	Place	

1st	Grade	-	Clara	Anderson	-	1st	Place	 1st	Grade	-	Chaise	Schuchart	-	2nd	Place	 1st	Grade	-Hunter	Bader	-	3rd	Place	

2nd	Grade	-	Carly	Curtis	-	1st	Place	 2nd	Grade	-	Mitchell	Merfeld	-	2nd	Place	 	2nd	Grade	-	Bella	Cline	-	3rd	Place	

3rd	Grade	-	Eliana	Wiederholt	-	1st	Place	 3rd	Grade	-	Rylee	Anderson	-	2nd	Place	 3rd	Grade	-	Summer	Goebel	-	3rd	Place	

	
 

 
							
	
	
	



	
	

4th	Grade	-	Karragan	Vondran	-	1st	Place	 4th	Grade-	Ruthie	Dittmar	-	2nd	Place	
4th	Grade	-	Scarlett	Halstead	-	3rd	Place	

5th	Grade	-	Hunter	Hesselbacher	-	1st	Place	

5th	Grade	-	Anna	Weis	-	2nd	Place	5th	Grade	-	Graham	Koehler	-	3rd	Place	

PE	Class	
Ryan	Winter	and	the	eighth	graders	enjoy	the	
outdoors	and	whiffle	ball	during	PE.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	

  
 
 
 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

We	were	able	to	be	in	class	all	of	the	1st	quarter	
with	extra	distancing,	cleaning	desks	and	chairs	
between	classes	and	extra	space	during	labs.	
Women	in	Engineering	has	been	moved	from	
November	to	February	and	may	be	virtual.	EIU	is	
again	hosting	the	Academic	Challenge	but	it	will	
be	on	line.		You	are	correct	that	this	is	not	what	
we	wanted	to	happen	but	this	is	better	than	it	
could	have	been.	We	still	are	having	great	
discussions	in	class.	
Mr.	Hesselbacher	
Science	
	

	5th	Grade	Hunter	Hesselbacher		1st	Place	 	5th	Grade	Anna	Weis	2nd	Place	 	5th	Grade	Graham	Koehler	3rd	Place	



	
	

Corwin	Moser,	Trent	Allen,	Logan	Pehl,	&	Keaton	
Pickel	enjoying	pizza	

Spanish	III	students	quizzing	each	other	about	a	class	story	
PJ	Schuster	&	Benjamin	Vandigo	and	are	behind	are	Josie	Korte	
&	Kennedy	Kudronowicz	

Spanish	IV	class	performing	a	reader's	theater	
McKenzy	Bader,	Georgia	Vandigo	&	Melanie	Knuth	
	

Mickayla	Bass	watching	her	popcorn	
		Evan	Cogan's	ribosome	 Josie	Korte	suturing	a	banana	

	
Stupendous	
Science	classes	
are	off	to	a	great	
year!	In	the	nine	
weeks	that	we	
have	been	
together	we	

have	done	so	many	things.	The	freshmen	biology students	became	experts	in	cell	organelles	while	
sophomore	physical	science	students	tried	to	break	the	law	of	conservation	of	matter	(and	were	pretty	
bummed	they	couldn’t	eat	the	popcorn-ewww-science	beakers-who	knows	what	they	have	held).		
Junior	and	senior	anatomy	students	have	been	busy	learning	about	surgery	&	suturing,	autopsies	and	
how	to	maintain	homeostasis.	I	can’t	wait	to	see	what	the	next	nine	weeks	
hold!		
 
Transitional	Math	is	a	non-traditional	math	course	for	seniors	who	plan	on	
attending	technical	school,	join	the	military,	or	enter	the	workforce	after	
high	school.	This	project-based	class	has	students	using	math	skills	they	
have	acquired	in	the	last	three	years	and	applying	them	to	real	world	work	
scenarios.	Students	have	careers	and	bills	and	must	maintain	accurate	
financial	records,	including	when	life	happens-”	Your	mom	moves	in	with	
you.	Increase	your	monthly	medical	and	grocery	bills	by	10%.”	Seniors	just	
completed	their	restaurant	unit	in	which	they	plan,	research	and	create	a	
menu.	This	includes	calculating	serving	sizes,	cost	and	profit	analysis	and	
incorporating	vegetarian,	gluten-free	and	dairy-free	items.	To	celebrate	
completing	the	task,	we	had	a	pizza	party!	In	the	next	nine	weeks	we	will	
be	learning	about	the	world	of	medical	math	as	well	as	starting	our	journey	into	forensics.		
 
Spanish Class  

 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	

Science	&	Math	
	Mrs.	Rice’s	



	
	

	
Because	of	the	unique	circumstances	that	we	are	in	this	year,	the	music	students	have	had	to	find	
creative	ways	to	continue	learning	about	and	making	music.	Music	class	looks	very	different	now	than	it	
has	in	previous	years.	
Students	are	now	exploring	concepts	and	instruments	they	haven’t	explored	before.	They	are	learning	
to	play	new	instruments	including	the	guitar,	ukulele,	bucket	drums,	African	drums,	hand	bells,	and	
boomwhackers.	They	are	also	experimenting	with	creating	music	using	a	device	called	the	
Makey-Makey,	which	uses	alligator	clips,	USB	cables,	and	circuit	boards.	This	device	uses	closed	loop	
electrical	signals	to	send	a	computer	either	a	keyboard	stroke	or	a	mouse	click.	Students	can,	in	turn,	
create	music	using	bananas,	potatoes,	and	even	water,	by	connecting	the	correct	cables	to	everyday	
items.	The	creativity	and	musicianship	is	flowing	in	the	music	room.	

Keep	up	the	good	work,	students!	

Garrett	Pickel,	Gavin	Falk,	and	James	Plath	trying	to	make	music	on	the	computer	by	connecting	the	Makey	Makey	device	to	cups	of	water,	
chairs,	metals,	wood,	and	their	own	bodies.	

Carter	Chaney	practicing	a	song	on	the	electric	guitar,	the	high	school	band	students	bucket	drumming,	and	Madelynn	Redfearn	doing	an	
interpretive	dance	with	a	ribbon	wand.	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Finding	Creative	New	Ways	to	Make	Music	



	
	

First	Weekend	in	December	2020	

	
	
The	drama	students	are	already	hard	at	work	planning	our	next	big	school	production.	This	year,	they	
will	be	performing	the	Charles	Dickens	classic,	“A	Christmas	Carol,”	the	story	of	Ebenezer	Scrooge;	a	
grumpy,	stingy	old	man	that	doesn’t	like	Christmas.	Try-outs	have	already	taken	place,	the	cast	has	been	
selected,	and	socially	distanced	and/or	virtual	practices	will	start	very	soon!	The	cast	is	planning	to	
perform	the	play	the	first	weekend	in	December.	It	is	unknown	at	this	time	if	the	play	will	be	performed	
limited	in-person,	via	livestream,	zoom,	or	by	some	other	means.	One	thing	IS	for	sure	though;	the	
students	and	directors	are	very	excited	to	put	on	another	great	production	this	year,	despite	a	few	
differences.	It	will	still	be	a	great,	fun,	full-of-surprises	holiday	event	for	the	whole	family	to	enjoy!	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The	Scales	Mound	School	Drama	Department	Presents:	
“A	Dickens	Christmas	Carol”	

Notice	Regarding	our	Scales	Mound	School	Winter	Concerts	
Due	the	unique	circumstances	that	we	are	in	this	year,	we	will	not	be	able	to	hold	our	school	Winter	
programs	in	person.	Instead,	the	students	will	perform	during	music	class,	and	the	performances	will	
be	recorded	and	posted	on	social	media	on	December	17th,	just	in	time	for	Winter	break.	Thank	you	
for	your	understanding.	



	
	

	

	
		

Preschool	
Learns	Fire	Safety	

	
On	Friday,	October	6th,	the	preschool	class	
was	lucky	to	have	local	firefighter,	Brad	
Werner	come	in	to	discuss	fire	safety.		He	

talked	to	the	preschoolers	about	how	to	safely	get	
out	of	the	house	and	what	to	do	if	they	couldn’t	get	out.		He	

also	let	them	listen	to	how	a	smoke	alarm	sounds,	some	of	the	tools	they	
use	in	a	fire,	what	a	firefighter	looks	like	with	all	their	gear	on	in	the	dark,	
and	we	got	to	check	out	a	fire	truck.		Thank	you	Brad	for	taking	the	time	to	visit	with	
us	and	teach	us	how	to	stay	safe!	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Quarter Accelerated Reader Honor Roll 
(Students in grades 1,2,3 used the 1st quarter to adjust to Accelerated Reader in a remote/hybrid setting.) 

4th Grade  5th Grade  6th Grade  7th Grade  8th Grade 
Ruthie Dittmar  Annalee Anderson  Brody Busker  Lila Anderson  Katherine Bilderback 

Matthew Duerr  Levi Distler  Campbell Hereau  Grace Behlke  Derrick Distler 

Khiley Furlong  Parker Duerr  Ellaina Kostenbader  Bode Dittmar  Connor Ellis 

Garren Goodwin  Collin Ellis  Cale Ohms  Hudsyn Ellsworth  Anika Stadel 

Scarlett Halstead  Khai Ellsworth  Alex Poulopoulos  Lainey Frey  Josie Vandigo 

Quinn Heffernan  Hunter Hesselbacher  Adyn Travis  Daphne Havens  Carlene Weis 

Myles Redfearn  Graham Koehler  Halle Wiegel  Zoie Koehler  Ava Wiederholt 

Beau Travis  Jason Lucas    Alyssa Wentz  Chase Withington 

Mason Virtue  Jaxon McCartney       

Jonny Weis  Anna Weis       

  Landon Werner       

Congrats to these students who met their goal with 85 percent correct or higher! 



	
	

Hale	Moser	&	Mason	Virtue	
Madison	Wurm	&	Ruthie	Dittmar	

Khiley	Furlong,	Franki	Ohms,	Myles	
Redfearn,	&	Karragan	Vondran	 Kaylee	Kudronowicz	

 
2020 is the year of learning to be flexible and always thinking of the positives in 4th Grade.  This year we 
have spent 3 weeks remote and we have decided that there are positives to this, even though none of us 
like remote learning. Our list includes: 1.  NO MASKS!  2. We 
can be done with school before noon if we focus and get our 
work done!  3.  We can actually wear the same clothes we 
slept in and Mrs. Pickel would never know unless they look 
like pajamas! 4. We can sleep in a little bit longer in the 
morning! and 5. When we are done with school work we 
can spend more time outside or doing other things we 
love!   
 
I am very proud of the 4th Graders for learning to be flexible 
through the crazy times we are having.  In class, we have 
enjoyed switching things up when we are learning. We got 
to do some work outside which we really enjoyed.  Students 
have also been great about including our remote learners in 
our daily routine.  They are more than willing to take the computer to other classes like art and music to 
make sure they are always part of their class.  They continue to amaze me with their willingness to "make 
it work" whenever something arises.  Way to go 4th Grade and bring on the rest of the year, because we 
are ready!  
		

																	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

																		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
Kaylee	Kudronowicz,	Ruthie	Dittmar,		
Quinn	Heffernan,	&	Madison	Wurm	

	

	

4th	Grade	News	

Garren	Goodwin,	Myles	
Redfearn,	&	Derrick	Wallin	



	
	

Counselor’s	Corner	
Academics	

On	October	14th	High	School	students,	grades	9-11,	participated	in	practice	assessments	to	help	prepare	for	
College	Board	exams	in	the	 future.		The	Senior	class	participated	in	the	
SAT	which	is	a	component	 of	graduation	requirements	in	Illinois.		After	
testing,	students	were	able	 to	participate	in	their	choice	of	activities	at	
the	ballpark	or	take	an	 extended	study	hall	to	catch	up	on	
schoolwork.			
	
Due	to	COVID	restrictions	NHS	is	unable	to	host	their	peer	mentoring	program.		However,	we	are	still	distributing	
Green	Gear	to	new	students.		In	fact,	we	have	had	19	new	students	join	us	this	semester	and	have	enjoyed	sharing	
our	Green	Gear	with	them.			
NHS	is	always	accepting	gently	used	gear	(no	names	or	numbers	on	clothing).		You	may	contact	
susanwinter@scalesmound.net	if	you	have	donations	to	share.	
	

College	and	Career	
Seniors	are	busy	completing	College	visits	and	applications.		So	far	our	Senior	class	of	19	students	have	already	
sent	over	20	transcripts	for	 admission	to	colleges	in	
Illinois,	Wisconsin,	Iowa,	Missouri,	 Georgia	and	Nebraska.		We	
are	excited	for	the	opportunities	 they	are	building	for	their	
future.		
	
All	students	are	enrolled	in	a	 Google	classroom	with	Mrs.	
Winter	where	they	are	receiving	up	 to	date	information	on	
scholarships	and	other	post- secondary	information.		So	
far,	they	have	had	opportunities	 for	virtual	college	fairs,	
virtual	campus	tours	and	virtual	 job	shadowing.		Notice	how	
the	word	‘virtual’	is	becoming	a	 part	of	our	normal	process.		
Our	students	are	doing	a	great	job	handling	all	things	virtual!	
	
	

Social/Emotional	Topics:	
This	year	our	district	is	continuing	to	give	special	focus	to	the	social	and	emotional	needs	of	our	students.		Each	
month	we	focus	on	a	different	topic	throughout	our	classrooms	and	activities.		In	September,	AWARENESS	was	the	
topic	and	in	October	the	topic	is	CHOICES.		In	November	we	will	focus	on	GRATITUDE.		Please	join	us	in	keeping	the	
focus	on	our	monthly	topics	through	conversation	and	home	and	in	the	community.			

	
															
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	



	
	

Staying	Healthy	During	the	Winter	Season	
Annie	Timmerman,	School	Nurse	

We	have	made	it	through	the	first	quarter	in	a	way	we	never	could	have	imagined,	and	I	am	proud	of	how	
well	everyone	has	handled	the	new	health	guidelines.	I	know	the	guidance	can	be	overwhelming,	inconvenient,	
and	confusing	at	times.	We	see	how	much	you	are	doing	to	help	us	all	stay	in	school	and	healthy	and	we	are	very	
appreciative.		

As	we	enter	the	second	quarter	and	colder	weather,	I	want	to	encourage	all	of	you	to	keep	persevering.	
We	may	encounter	illnesses	we	are	familiar	with	such	as	influenza,	strep	throat,	and	the	common	cold	in	addition	
to	COVID-19.	The	recommendations	below	will	help	us	prevent	the	spread	of	these	illnesses,	protect	our	students	
and	staff	with	health	conditions,	and	keep	our	health	care	resources	available.	

1. Wash	your	hands:	Take	some	time	at	home	to	review	good	handwashing	with	your	children		
2. Wear	your	mask:	It	is	required	to	wear	one	to	school.	We	have	had	an	increase	of	students	

coming	without	one	recently,	so	please	remind	your	children	to	bring	one.		
3. Watch	your	distance:	Staying	6ft	away	from	others,	when	possible,	is	advised.	
4. Monitor	your	health:	Please	do	the	daily	certification	before	coming	to	school!	
5. Get	your	flu	shot:	Getting	the	flu	shot	will	help	prevent	influenza	and	save	on	healthcare	

resources	that	may	be	needed	during	the	pandemic.	
6. Clean	&	Disinfect:	Clean	regularly	touched	surfaces	daily.	So,	what	if	your	child	gets	sick?	Please	

call	the	school	nurse	to	find	out	your	next	steps.	I	can	be	reached	at	x119.	The	table	below	shows	
the	guidance	we	must	follow.	Siblings	must	stay	home	until	one	of	the	options	in	the	table	is	
completed.	

So,	what	if	your	child	gets	sick?	Please	call	the	school	nurse	to	find	out	your	next	steps.	I	can	be	reached	at	
x119.	The	table	below	shows	the	guidance	we	must	follow.	Siblings	must	stay	home	until	one	of	the	options	in	the	
table	is	completed.	



	
	

Jonah	Driscoll	&	Max	Wienen	
investigate	the	effects	of	slope	on	
erosion	

MIckayla	Bass	works	
to	determine	soil	
texture	

	
	

	
Did	you	know	Illinois	is	the	number	one	producing	pumpkin	state?	Or	that	85%	
of	the	world’s	canned	pumpkin	is	processed	in	Morton,	IL?	The	7th	grade	ag	class	
investigated	pumpkins	through	a	web	quest	and	pumpkin	lab	in	which	they	made	
estimates	regarding	the	weight,	circumference	and	number	of	seeds	for	a	
specific	pumpkin.	Fun	fact:	of	nine	different	
pumpkins,	the	number	of	seeds	ranged	from	
183	to	627.		
	

	
	

The	freshmen	Intro	to	Agriculture	class	spent	most	of	first	quarter	
completing	soil	labs	and	then	moved	into	the	specifics	of	FFA.	Did	you	know	
there	was	a	federal	law	in	1950	that	designated	FFA	as	an	intra-curricular	
organization	to	agriculture	classes	as	part	of	a	federal	charter	signed	by	
President	Truman?	This	week,	seventeen	freshmen	competed	virtually	in	
the	Section	1	Quizbowl	Career	Development	Event	(CDE)	to	test	their	

knowledge	and	earned	3rd	place!	
	

	
The	sophomore	Ag	Science	spent	the	whole	first	quarter	studying	the	affects	of	the	
erosion	on	the	capability	of	soil	to	sustain	production—whether	that	production	is	the	
lawn	around	your	home,	the	family	garden	or	an	agriculture	field.	Students	performed	
tests	to	evaluate	the	permeability	(the	ability	of	water	to	run	through	the	soil),	find	the	
amount	of	pore	space	(space	in	the	soil	that	holds	water	and	air)	and	how	to	determine	
the	texture	of	a	soil.		
	
	
The	Ag	Business	class	grouped	up	to	begin	their	semester	project	of	preparing	a	business	

plan.	They	started	by	learning	about	business	structures	and	then	created	a	survey	asking	area	residents	
about	products	and	services	needed	in	our	area.	They	narrowed	the	survey	to	one	item	and	have	now	started	
projecting	associated	expenses	with	creating	a	product.		
Animal	Science	tackled	digestive	systems	of	ruminants,	monogastrics,	avain	species	and	pseudo-ruminants.	
They	compared	the	systems	to	each	other	looking	for	similarities	and	differences	and	then	compared	an	
animal	monogastric	system	to	their	own	digestive	system.		
Every	ag	student	participated	in	the	alternate	division	of	the	State	Horse	CDE	in	October.	Garrett	Pickel	was	
the	high	Scales	Mound	score	with	a	347	out	of	400	and	placed	10th	in	the	division.		

On	October	28,	twenty	members	joined	the	National	FFA	
Convention	watch	party	in	the	ag	room	to	await	the	results	of	
the	Building	Communities	Premier	Chapter	award	presented	live	
from	Indianapolis.	We	were	named	one	of	the	top	10	chapters	in	
the	nation	for	this	category	back	in	September.	Georgia	Vandigo	
and	Collin	Malin	created	an	8-minute	video	to	submit	for	further	
judging.	While	we	weren’t	named	the	winner,	we	had	a	great	a	
run	and	are	proud	of	the	event	that	earned	us	the	recognition.	
The	activity	was	the	Bingo	Food	Drive	we	held	in	March	and	
everyone	who	donated	helped	us	earn	this	award.	

Ag/FFA	News	

Kaden	Duerr,	Ethan	Foley,	Hudsyn	
Ellsworth,		&	
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Junior High -High Honors 

 
Grace Behlke 

Katherine Bilderback 
Brody Busker 
Kaden Duerr 
Zoie Koehler 

Josephine Vandigo 
Alyssa Wentz 

Ava Wiederholt 
 
 

High School – High Honors 
 

Maddison Anderson 
Mason Bilderback 

Anne Cocagne 
Samuel Cocagne 
Haleigh Curtis 
Abigail Frank 

Thomas Hereau 
Brooklynn McCartney 

Corwin Moser 
Logan Pehl 
Liv Pfeifer 

Patrick Schuster 
Ethan Soppe 
Ava Travis 

Mitchel Travis 
Benjamin Vandigo 
Georgia Vandigo 

Alexis Weirup 
Anna Wentz 
Emma Wentz 

Charles Wiegel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Junior High - Honors 

 
Autumn Amble 
Lila Anderson 

Blake Buhr 
Collin Curtis 

Derrick Distler 
Hudsyn Ellsworth 

Lainey Frey 
Daphne Havens 

Campbell Hereau 
Eric Kieffer 

Kamran Meftahi 
Macy Rivers 

Kaelin Schuster 
Anika Stadel 
Carlene Weis 

Halloran Wiegel 
Chase Withington 

 
High School - Honors 

 
Trent Allen 

McKenzy Bader 
Anna Cogan 
Evan Cogan 

Hunter Curtiss 
Sophia Davis 
Ella Distler 

Jonah Driscoll 
Sydney Driscoll 

Jacob Duerr 
Collin Fosler 
Calvin Frank 
Stormi Frey 

Isaac Heffernan 
Emily Hurlburt 

Josie Korte 
Taylor Korte 

Kortney Kudronowicz 
Thomas Lange 
Collin Malin 

Reece McCartney 
Rylee McCartney 

Ari Nottrott 
Garrett Pickel 
Keaton Pickel 

Madelyn Pingel 
Hanna Reddington 
Anniston Werner 
Emily Wiederholt 
Michael Winter 

Amanda Withington 

	


